
Welcome to the last SMSC Newsletter of
the Year and what a year it's been!

Following on from the Cultural theme
last month, we're looking at the culture
and tradition of Christmas. I've also
added a few resources to help you get
to the end of term.

We're happy to report that more and more schools

are using GridMaker to keep track of SMSC

provision.

PSHE Grids for all Key Stages are standard on

GridMaker as well as British Values, Mental Health

and Physical Wellbeing, age appropriate

Relationship Education, Gatsby Careers and of

course, SMSC. 

Click here to request a free trial.

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-zjjutld-l-r/


GridMaker

Where Did He Come From?

The legend of Santa Claus (don't tell the little ones I

said legend) goes back a very long way and he hasn't

always looked like he does today (it must be nearly

Christmas I'm rhyming).

This English Heritage article about the history of

Father Christmas is well worth a read. 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/christmas/the-

history-of-father-christmas

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-zjjutld-l-y/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-zjjutld-l-j/


Oh Christmas Tree

Ever wondered why we decorate a tree, hang holly

wreaths on the door and kiss under the mistletoe?

All is revealed by English Heritage in this

informative article.

https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/learn/histories/christmas-greenery-

history
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iAbacus

iAbacus is proving its worth yet again! Schools and

Multi Academy Trusts are discovering the power

and simplicity of the iAbacus process.

Just visit www.iabacus.me/create  and use the

licence code ABACUS123 You can also request

a Zoom session with Dan O’Brien who will walk you

through iAbacus to get you started providing the

same service we give to all our customers.

Fried Caterpillars Anyone?

I'll stick with turkey thanks!

Some countries around the world have strange

traditions at Christmas - a witch, a Yule cat, some are

quite scary. Take a look.

Unusual Christmas Traditions From Around The World
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Santa is Real

To make up for insinuating that Santa isn't real, this

website will hold pure joy for young and old.

https://yessantaisreal.com/how-old-is-santa-claus

The Snowman & Snow Dog
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https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-zjjutld-l-u/


This British Red Cross resource is perfect for ages 5 to

11 - a great way to learn about kindness, connections

and friendships.

The Snowman and Snowdog kindness calendar |

British Red Cross

Lonely this Christmas

The Red Cross have also produced this resource for

children aged 7-18 - it's all about coping with

loneliness when you're young.

Tackling loneliness
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Reindeer Games, Christmas Guess Who Escape

Rooms

Just for you

The term leading up to Christmas is probably the

hardest to get through so on the left are some

Christmas games you might �nd useful and on the

right are some tips for relaxing over Christmas

https://academia.co.uk/top-ten-tips-for-teachers-

christmas

and �nally ....
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Be honest, how many of you ‘have a vision’ of how

your Christmas Tree should look - surely no-one is

this obsessive?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45FEWSGIv3I

 

 

Bye for now

Tricia Cadman - T: 0115 942 8912 E: tricia@opeus.org

Technical Support

Diane T: 0115 942 8913 E: diane@opeus.org

Nick: T: 0115 942 8911 E: nick@opeus.org

iAbacus

Dan: T: 0115 942 8914 E: dan@opeus.org

*Previous editions of our Newsletter can be found

on our website
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The SMSC Grid is a product of TDK Business Technologies Ltd.

21 Glaisdale Drive East, Bilborough, Nottingham, NG8 4JJ.

Registered in England No. 03165961.

To view our Privacy Policy, please

visit http://gridmaker.co.uk/privacy

Preferences  |  Unsubscribe
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